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The Comparative Approach within the Research of Latin American Jewry
Even though the comparative approach has been central in interdisciplinary research revolving around the fi eld of contemporary Jewry, much of the existing research on South America has not adopted this approach.
The pioneering work of Moshe Davis in Jerusalem during the 1950s and the 1960s established the foundation for comparative study among Jewish communities, applying North American Jewry as the archetype or comparison model. Davis was the fi rst researcher to include this comparison in studying Argentine Jewry by analyzing three Jewish centers in the Western Hemisphere: the United States, Canada and Argentina.
1 Davis' goal was to "outline, by means of comparison, some disparate and common elements in the three main Jewish centers in the Western Hemisphere," emphasizing the organizational aspects as well as the study of representative institutions (Davis, 1963: 4-26) .
Another center of comparative research of Latin American Jewry was developed at the University of Tel Aviv during the seventies, as manifested in the research of Schers 2 and Singer (1977). This work was carried out at the Horowitz Institute within the framework of a research project on Jewish communities in Latin America, spearheaded by Schers. In this research, both external and internal factors that infl uenced the Jewish communities were studied, including their interaction and impact on the preservation of a particular collective identity within the context of nationalistic as well as assimilationist settings.
In 1983, Daniel J. Elazar, together with Peter Medding, published a systematic study of Argentine, Australian and South African Jewry in the book Jewish communities in frontier societies. Its political-organizational approach toward the Jewish communities brought forth fruitful comparative research which was clearly delineated in the book People and polity: the organizational dynamics of world Jewry (1989) . In this work Elazar adopted a comparative approach in examining Jewish centers in . Elazar highlights that "Latin
